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PennDOT HAV Goals
1. Promote and encourage HAV R&D and
innovation in Pennsylvania at all levels: vehicle,
infrastructure, transit.
2. Ensure public safety on Pennsylvania roadways.

Safety is PennDOT’s paramount mission
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ISSUE: Who (or What) is the Driver?
• Current law: PennDOT’s view - legal, but limited.
• Under existing Pennsylvania law, the driver is “a
person who drives or is in actual physical control of a
vehicle.”
– PennDOT considers this person to be a “natural” person.
– But in HAVs, there are two potential drivers – the operator
and the ADS.

• General understanding: ADS is the driver when
engaged and performing the dynamic driving task
for the vehicle.

2016: AV Task Force
• Mission - develop testing policy
recommendations in anticipation
of legislation
• Consensus seeking effort
• Alternate views and opinions
recorded
• Developed “Best Practice” policies
– Flexibility to keep pace with
innovation
– Readiness to address safety issues
promptly
– Policy over Regulations?
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Proposed Policies: Testing Approval Criteria
• What should the HAV be able to do?
– Operate within applicable Operational Design Domain,
meaning the HAV only operates in conditions it is
capable of handling
– For testing and deployment, ADS must be able to come
to a minimal risk condition w/o operator intervention

• How does compliance with ODD play in questions
of liability?

Highlighted Recommendations
• Rapid review and assessment of
applications.
• Unless declared otherwise, HAVs may be
tested on all trafficways in Pennsylvania.
• PennDOT reserves the ability to
temporarily prohibit testing or restrict
testing - Emergencies (e.g., blizzard);
Special Events (e.g., dignitary visit);
Safety Concerns.
• Allow for Platooning / Modify “following
too closely” law
• Notify the Department when material
changes in the testing program or ODD
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NHTSA: Initial Federal Policy
• Performance Guidance for Automated Vehicles
– Sets forth proposed performance and safety standards for
manufacturers, developers and other organizations
– Includes 15 point “Safety Assessment”

• Model State Policy
– Delineates distinctions between Federal and State responsibilities
and sets forth suggested model approach to achieve national
uniformity.

• Current and Modernized Regulatory Tools
• Reaction?

Spring 2017
• Proposed legislation (SB 427)
–
–
–
–

Advance AV testing on public roads
Testing to be overseen by PennDOT; PA Turnpike
Directs PennDOT to adopt policies
Generalized statement on compliance with existing
insurance and liability regimes

• Joint PA House/Senate Transportation Committee
Hearing
– March 2017
– Academia, Government and Industry Testimony
– SB 427 still pending
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Federal Engagement Summer 2017
• Safely Ensuring Lives Future Deployment and
Research In Vehicle Evolution “(SELF DRIVE
Act”) H.B. 3388 UPDATE-Passed 9/6/2017
– Preemption – prevent states from regulating technology or safety
systems, but allow for traditional regulatory role
– Exemptions and Testing – expand vehicle exemptions by # and
time
– Addresses cybersecurity, crash reporting, consumer privacy
– Advisory Committees
– Essentially defaults liability and insurance questions to the states.

Updated Policy – Fall 2017
• Expecting update to the Federal Automated
Vehicle Policy Statement next month
• No verification as of today but expected to
address/modify:
– safety assessment letter
– model state policy
– pre-market approval
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Questions and Answers
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